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Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held the first 
Tuesday of each month, at the offices of Carnegie Group 
@:: Five PPG Place, Downtown. Conversation at 7:30 p.m., 


April 4, 1989 
“The Washington Before 


Boston Medal” Dick Buckley 


meeting begins at 8:15. 


September 10, 1988 4 (Z 


Picnic Meeting SW \ 


Held Saturday, 3 p.m., Armor Murdoch's cottage. 


October 4, 1988 
“The Eight Reales of South and Central 
America (1732-1821)" Richard Crosby 


November 1, 1988 
Social Meeting 
Held at Top of the Triangle Restaurant 


Guest Speaker: E. Maxine Bruhns of 
the University of Pittsburgh 
“Building the Cathedral of Learning" 


December 6, 1988 
"Jeton: Throw-piece to Show-piece" 
John Nelson 


January 3, 1989 
"Counterfeiting and Grading in 


a Changing Numismatic World" Ted Shiff 


February 7, 1989 


“Attributing U.S. Large Cents" Harry Colborn 


HARRY Golbo RN 
fost /IvE P 
March 7, 1989 


“Bust Quarters and JRCS 


and LSCS Bulletins" Chuck Erb 


May 2, 1989 
“The Works of Augustus 


St. Gaudens" Eileen Kelly 


June 6, 1989 
Annual Business Meeting 


July 11, 1989 


“Byzantine Coinage” Pat McBride 


August 1, 1989 
“Early Bridge and Trolley 
Tokens of Pittsburgh" 


JA Ave ite bé 
perc Steces + Tyewt. Ste 
lates KeRCUNAK 


Larry Dziubek 


The Program Committee urges you to bring recent 
acquisitions or any other articles of numismatic interest for 
display at the meetings. Particularly welcome are exhibits 
related to the current program topic. 


Bring a Guest! 
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DATE: Tuesday, May 2, 1989: 
TIME: 7:30 PM, Meeting starts at 8:00 PM. 
WHERE: Carnegie Group Offices, Five PPG Place, Third Ave. & Market St. 


PROGRAM: The Works of Augustus St. Gaudens, by Eileen. Kelly. 


There were 11 members and one guest in attendance at the April meet- 
ing and Rich Crosby spoke on The Eight Reales of South and Central America. 
I want to thank Wayne Homren for pinch-hitting” as Secretary while I 
was on vacation. 


; Larry Dziubek cents no new membership applications and that our 
= newest member, Bill Bailey has been: sick with the flu for three weeks. 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE- 


Pat McBride requested information from the membership regarding WPNS - 
Items available for our exhibit at the ANA. Larry Korchnak offered a copy 
of the group gs taken at the 1935 ANA. 


Eileen Kelly reports progress on our new stationary and she passed 
out an example for review. 


John Burns reports that he and Dick Buckley accompanied Jules Reiver 
to the Carnegie Museum to assist in photographing 36 select coins from 
the Clapp Large Cent Collection. Wayne Homren reports the photos have 
been: developed and they turnedout very well. The slides are being shown 
by Dick Buckley at thé :-April:.. PNS Meeting. 


John Burns suggested we photocopy records from the club archives. 
He and Dick Gaetano, Curator, will work together to select suitable items. 


r ) Armor Murdoch introduced our guest, Larry Bassett, who 289 aiten ees 
several past meetings. _ , 
---------COIN SHOWS 
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NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE | NEW HAMPSHIRE 
The Home, Studios, And Gardens Of An Important American Sculptor 


Augustus Saint-Gaudens first saw “Huggins Folly,” an 
ancient mansion crowning a bare New Hampshire hill- 
side, on a gloomy April day in 1885. He was momen- 
tarily repelled by the bleak brick structure. But after his 
wife pointed out that the scene would look different in 
summer, Saint-Gaudens rented the house from his friend 
Charles Beaman, a New York lawyer who owned a 
country house nearby. Saint-Gaudens was about to begin 
a statue of Abraham Lincoln for a park in Chicago, and 
tradition holds that Beaman sold the artist on the house 
by telling him that he would find many “Lincoln-shaped” 
men among the lean Yankee natives. That consideration 
and his determination to escape another summer in New 
York City convinced him that he should move to the 
country where he could work comfortably and have his 
family about him. He was just 37, with long years as a 
student and struggling young artist behind him. Ahead 
lay his most productive years, and most of these would 
be spent here at Cornish. 


There was much to be done to make the property useful 
for his work and acceptable to his taste. He quickly 
turned the barn into a studio, and he and his assistants 
worked there until the next November. The house itself, 
built about 1800 and once used as a tavern, was capa- 
cious and cool. When he constructed the terraces about 
the house, he removed the front porch and steps. On the 
west he added a classical columned porch to take ad- 
vantage of the prevailing breezes and the dramatic view 
of Mount Ascutney across the river. Inside, the house 
was completely remodeled. Dormers were added to 
serve new rooms carved out of the huge attic, the main 
stairway was moved to the rear of the house, rooms were 
combined, doors enlarged, a wing added, the upstairs 
ballroom cut up into bedrooms, and baths and more 
bedrooms built on the south side. 


Over the years Saint-Gaudens lavished much attention 
on the grounds. He placed a formal garden between the 
house and barn-studio. Where once there were only rough 
farmland and pastures, Saint-Gaudens developed pools, 
fountains, a birch clump, hedges of pine and hemlock, a 
bowling green with summer house (near the Shaw Me- 
morial), and an expanse of lawn. To the east he built 
a shop for the plaster-moulder and a studio for his assist- 
ants. This studio burned in 1904 with the tragic loss of 
all the sculptor’s correspondence, sketch books, the rec- 


ords of commissions, and numerous works in progress. It 
was rebuilt a year later, only to burn again in 1944. The 
site now holds the sculpture court and exhibition galleries. 


As Saint-Gaudens worked at softening what he felt were 
the house’s harsh qualities, his friend Edward Simmons 
commented that the house reminded him of an “upright 
New England farmer with a new set of false teeth... .” 
Another acquaintance, noting the classical columns, the 
Mediterranean pergolas, the marble pools, the archaic 
Pan, and the rams’ heads, thought that the building was 
“like some austere and recalcitrant New England old 
maid struggling in the arms of a Greek faun.” 


In 1897 Saint-Gaudens went abroad to live for three 
years. He gave up his New York residence on West 4Sth 
Street and his studio on West 36th Street, but he kept his 
home in Cornish. When he returned, he lived there the 
remainder of his life. His search for health drove him 
to take up outdoor sports. He built a 60-foot scaffolding 
near the upper studio to support the starting run of a 
toboggan slide. A nine-hole golf course was laid out, and 
in winter Saint-Gaudens and his friends played hockey 
on the pond below the house and skied on nearby hills. 


In June 1905 the Cornish colony, composed of the 
friends and companions of Saint-Gaudens who came to 
live and work nearby, celebrated the 20th anniversary 
of the sculptor’s coming to Cornish by holding a masque 
(a play based on early Greek drama) at the foot of the 
field below the house. A small Greek temple was erected 
in the grove of large pines that once stood there. 
Originally made of plaster, it was later reproduced in 
marble and became the family burial place. 


After Saint-Gaudens’ death in 1907, his widow and son. 
Homer Saint-Gaudens, provided for the preservation of 
the property. They deeded the estate to a board of 
trustees, and later the New Hampshire legislature char- 
tered the Saint-Gaudens Memorial as a non-profit cor- 
poration to preserve and exhibit the collections, house, 
and studios. For over 50 years friends and admirers of 
the sculptor have supported the memorial’s work. Jn 
1964 Congressional legislation authorized the National 
Park Service to accept the property as a gift, and a year 
later the memorial was designated a National Historic 
Site. The trustees continue to act as advisory committee. 


“No one ever succeeded in art unless bo 


Augustus Saint-Gaudens was born in Dublin, Ireland, 

in 1848, the year of the Potato Famine. His father, This 1881 Farragut statue brought Saint-Gaudens critical acclaim. 
Bernard Paul Ernest, was a French shoemaker from the ~~ aie 
little village of Aspet, near the town of Saint-Gaudens in é ‘ 

the foothills of the Pyrenees. During the 1830’s and 40’s 

he had wandered from his native country to London and 

then on to Dublin, where he met and married Mary 

McGuinness of County Longford. Several children were 

born to the couple before Bernard, 6 months after the 

birth of Augustus, took his family to the United States. 

They settled in New York, and there the boy grew up. 

When Augustus finished his schooling at 13, he was 

apprenticed to a French cameo-cutter. Through his teens 

the boy labored long days in his master’s shop. His 

father encouraged his urge to draw, and at night Augus- 

tus attended the newly opened art school at Cooper 

Union. Later he studied at the National Academy of 

Design, which was near his home. 


When he was 19 and his apprenticeship over, his father 
offered him a chance to see the Exposition of 1867 in 
Paris. He left with $100 in his pocket, a thorough 
knowledge of his craft, and deep confidence in himself. 
While waiting for admission to the famous Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts, he worked in an Italian cutter’s atelier. 
When he was finally accepted a year later, he elected to 
study under the respected Jouffroy. Because he received 
little money from home, he supported himself by cameo- 
cutting. In 1870 the Franco-Prussian War forced him to 
leave Paris. He lived and worked in Rome for the next 
5 years, except for one brief visit home. His outlook and 
skills matured during these years, and his warm per- 
sonality attracted a wide circle of friends. both American 
and foreign. Among his early patrons were William M. 
Evarts and Elihu Root, whose portraits are displayed in 
Cornish and at Hamilton College, and through their 


influence his name became known in circles that counted. 
Rome was also the place of another fortunate meeting. 


There he first met Augusta F. Homer of Roxbury, Mass., 
who recorded in her diary her impression of the artist. 


Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


At 27 Saint-Gaudens returned to America and began his 
career. A brief stint as a mural painter under John 
LaFarge, whose work decorated Trinity Church in 
Boston, brought him happily near Miss Homer. He also 
established close and lasting friendships with two promis- 
ing young architects, Stanford White and Charles McKim. 
They would become frequent professional colleagues. 


The commission to do the Farragut statue in 1876 was 
a turning point in Saint-Gaudens’ life. It brought him 
recognition and enough security to persuade Augusta 
Homer’s parents not to delay further the pair’s marriage. 


Saint-Gaudens considered this relief of Samuel Ward one of his best. 


n with an uncontrollable instinct toward it.” 


The Adams Memorial, 1891. 


i 


At work on the Sherman. 


The Standing Lincoln, 1887. 


When the statue was exhibited in Paris in 1880 and then 
cast in bronze and placed in Madison Square in New 
York, it was quickly recognized as a landmark in Ameri- 
can sculpture. “Here was racy characterization joined to 
original composition,” one critic has written, “a public 
memorial with the stamp of creativity upon it.” While 
Saint-Gaudens was overturning old conventions in sculp- 
ture with the figure, his collaborator, White, was con- 
tributing a new approach in pedestal design. 


Shortly after their wedding in 1877, Saint-Gaudens and 
his bride sailed for Paris, where he knew he could find 
the surroundings that would call forth his best. In Paris, 
Saint-Gaudens made the first of a long series of bas- 
relief portraits that revealed his mastery of delicate line 
and sensitive modeling. He also undertook a new role 
as leader among his fellow artists. Just before he left 
New York he took part in a revolt by his generation 
against the stifling academicism of an older group. One 
outcome was the organization of the Society of American 
Artists, of which he was a founder. He became a 
leader of the American group and helped choose Ameri- 
can paintings for the 1878 International Exposition. 


After the Farragut statue Saint-Gaudens no longer had 
to struggle to obtain commissions. They flowed into his 
studio in an almost overwhelming stream. “The Randall,” 
“The Puritan,” “The Standing Lincoln’—about which 
he was thinking when he first came to Cornish—the 
ever-lengthening series of relief portraits, all these he 
welcomed. Sometimes it appeared to his friends that he 
undertook too much, that he found it difficult to say no 
when he should have for the sake of his welfare and his 
work. Saint-Gaudens also felt keenly his duties to those 
who would come after him. As he had benefited from 
his teachers, so he thought himself obliged to instruct. 
In numerous private ways he helped aspiring young 
sculptors, and through the classrooms of the Art Stu- 
dents League he reached many more. He taught stead- 
ily from 1888 to 1897. 


Besides his teaching, Saint-Gaudens gave generously of 
his time to other causes. He was an advisor to the 
Columbian Exposition of 1893, and suggested his former 
pupil, MacMonnies, and his friend and contemporary, 
Daniel Chester French, for important commissions. He 
made many speeches on behalf of the American Acad- 
emy in Rome, an institution he cherished, and per- 
suaded Henry Clay Frick to give $100,000 as an endow- 
ment. He later spent much time in Washington working 
with his friend McKim and Daniel Burnham of Chicago on 
the MacMillan Commission, making recommendations for 
the preservation and development of the Nation’s Capital. 


His achievements during the 1880’s and 90’s included 
the Amor Caritas purchased later by the French Govern- 
ment for the Luxembourg Museum in Paris, the Diana 
for the tower of Stanford White’s Madison Square Gar- 
den, the portrait of Robert Louis Stevenson, which he 
later modified into the memorial to the author in St. 
Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, and the bust of General 
William T. Sherman, which finally evolved into the 
masterful equestrian statue now standing in New York 
on Fifth Avenue near Central Park. He began the Shaw 
Memorial for Boston Common during this time and con- 
tinued work on it for 14 years. And for Henry Adams 
he created the haunting memorial to Adams’ wife, which 
stands in Rock Creek Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 


At the turn of the century the Sherman statue won the 
Grand Prix in the Paris Salon of 1900. It was there also 
that Saint-Gaudens learned of the malignancy which sent 
him back to Boston for surgery and which led to his 
decision to return permanently to Cornish. These last 7 
years were productive too, in spite of his diminishing 
energy and the pain caused by cancer. He finally com- 
pleted the Sherman to his satisfaction, and it was un- 
veiled in New York in 1903. His summer neighbor, 
John Hay, sat for a bust. He finished the Stevenson 
Memorial and sculptured two other important works— 
the monument to Ireland’s Charles Parnell for Dublin 
and the heroic seated Lincoln, which many mistakenly 
assume to be the figure in the Lincoln Memorial, for 
another park in Chicago. When President Theodore 
Roosevelt, a friend and admirer, asked him to apply his 
talents to United States coinage, he magnificently rede- 
signed the $10 and $20 gold pieces, today treasured by 
collectors. Altogether, in three decades of work he pro- 
duced nearly 150 sculptures. Honors came to him in 
these last years of his life. Harvard, Princeton, and Yale 
granted him honorary degrees. He was elected a mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy in London and the French 
Legion of Honor. 


But treatments could not arrest Saint-Gaudens’ illness, 
and his health continued to decline. He courageously 
kept at his work and weathered such setbacks as the 
loss of the upper studio by fire in 1904. He rebuilt the 
studio the next year and filled it with assistants whom he 
personally supervised. His productivity never faltered 
during those last years, even though he required a kind 
of sedan chair to move from place to place and the 
constant attention of a trained nurse. By early 1907 
Saint-Gaudens was bedridden, but still cheerful. A few 
days before his death on August 3, 1907, he lay watch- 
ing the sun set behind Mount Ascutney. “It’s very beau- 
tiful,” he said, “but I want to go farther away.” 


The Cornish Colony. The arrival of Saint-Gaudens in 
the summer of 1885 was the beginning of the Cornish 
Colony. He also brought two assistants, Frederick Mac- 
Monnies and Philip Martiny, to work with him in the 
barn-studio. They were the first in a long series of help- 
ers, many of whom went on to important careers of their 
own. Herbert Adams, Frances Grimes, James Earle 
Fraser, Elsie Ward, and—most important of all—his 
brother, Louis Saint-Gaudens, were only some who worked 
here and went away enriched by the experience. 


That first summer, a friend and painter, George de 
Forest Brush, came to Cornish and camped with his 
wife near the ravine just below the house. Brush had 
lived out west among the Indians for many years, and 
the teepee he built for a summer dwelling greatly amused 
Saint-Gaudens and his neighbors. The next spring 
Thomas W. Dewing, also a painter, rented a house 
nearby, soon followed by Henry O. Walker, Charles A. 
Platt, and Stephen Parrish. In 1898 Maxfield Parrish 
came to Cornish and began to draw those immensely 
popular scenes with glowing blue skies so unbelievably 
romantic to the viewer, yet so accurate to one who has 
seen a Cornish hillside on a July evening when the sky is 
clear and the sunset has faded. 


As the attractions of Cornish became more widely known, 
other artists found Cornish a delightful spot in which to 
spend a rural summer working among congenial spirits. 
When the 1905 masque was performed, 70 members of 
the colony pooled their skills to provide the music, 
settings, costumes, scripts, and acting before an appre- 
ciative audience of more than twice that number. 


There were poets as well at Cornish—Percy MacKaye, 
Witter Bynner, and William Vaughn Moody. In 1898 
the American novelist Winston Churchill built a home 
here which he named Harlakenden House. President 
Woodrow Wilson used it as a vacation White House dur- 
ing the fateful summer of 1914 and again a year later. 
Ten years earlier the young Ethel Barrymore spent a 
summer in the colony, renting the house of Henry and 
Lucia Fuller. Both were painters, he of landscapes and 
she of miniatures. Kenyon Cox, a painter and art critic, 
built a\ home and studio here, and over. the years the 
prominent. residents of Cornish included in their numbers 
Charles Dana Gibson; Everette Shinn; John Elliott and 
his wife, Maud Howe Elliott, who was a writer; Peter 
Finley Dunne, the creator of “Mr. Dooley”; Herbert 
Croly, the author of The Promise of American Life and 
the editor of The New Republic; Norman Hapgood, the 
editor of Collier’s magazine; Willard Metcalfe, the land- 
scape painter; Louis Shipman, a playwright, and his wife, 
Ellen, who designed many of the famous Cornish gar- 
dens; and Arthur Whiting, a composer and musician. 


This circle of talented spirits drew members of certain 
moneyed and social circles. Italianate villas rose on hill- 
sides and in abandoned pastures. Embellished with 
sunken gardens, marble fountains, artfully developed 
villas, and rows of Lombardy poplars, a farm community 
turned into what local people sometimes called “little 
New York.” The swirl of entertainment in this upper- 
class Bohemia was gay and elegant, but Thomas Dewing 
thought there were “too many picture hats” and left to 
seek a more secluded spot. 


Today the artists who made up the Cornish Colony are 
gone, and with them a colorful era has passed. But 
at the home of Augustus Saint-Gaudens, with its well- 
kept house, its carefully designed gardens, and studios 
that retain a touch of their master’s hand, one can relive 
for a moment an age gone by—the age of an American 
belle epoque that nurtured and enchanted a singular 
company of artists at Cornish. 


Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site 

The park, open from May through October, is located 
on N.H. 12A in Cornish, N.H., 9 miles north of Clare- 
mont, N.H., and 2 miles from Windsor, Vt. Taxi service 
is available from both towns. Visitors traveling via Int. 
91 should use the Ascutney or Hartland, Vt., exits; via 
Int. 89, the West Lebanon, N.H., exit. 


The National Park Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, administers the park in cooperation with the 
trustees of Saint-Gaudens Memorial. The superinten- 
dent’s address is R.R.2, Box 73, Cornish, NH, 03745. 


As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the De- 
partment of the Interior has responsibility for most of 
our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. 
This includes fostering the wisest use of our land and 
water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserv- 
ing the environmental and cultural values of our national 
parks and historical places, and providing for the enjoy- 
ment of life through outdoor recreation. The Department 
assesses Our energy and mineral resources and works to 
assure that their development is in the best interests of all 
our people. The Department also has a major responsi- 
bility for American Indian reservation communities and 
for people who live in Island Territories under U.S. ad- 
ministration. 
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To reach the TEMPLE or final resting place of the sculptor 
and his family, you may return to the path along the edge of the meadow. 
The memorial is a replica in Vermont marble of the stage set designed by 
Saint-Gaudens’ neighbors for a play presented in his honor in 1905, the 
masque of ‘‘The Gods And The Golden Bow!l’’. 


An alternate route to the TEMPLE is the RAVINE TRAIL 
which begins at the RAVINE STUDIO. The % mile trail descends into 
the Ravine and follows the Blow-Me-Up Brook then emerges in the lower 
field near the Temple. From the TEMPLE you may follow the 22 mile 
BLOW-ME-DOWN NATURAL AREA trail which loops down to the 
Blow-Me-Down Pond and returns to the lower field near the Temple. 
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Sculptor-in-Residence 
at the Ravine Studio 


SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 


&, aint-Gaudens National Historic Site in Cornish, New Hamp- 
shire consists of the home, gardens and studios of Augustus Saint- 
Gaudens (1848-1907), one of America’s greatest sculptors. This was his 
summer residence from 1885-1897 and his permanent home from 1900 
until his death in 1907. 


‘*Aspet,’’ the sculptor’s home, was once an old inn along the 
stage road between Windsor, Vermont and Meriden, New Hampshire. 
During the summer of 1885, Saint-Gaudens began remodeling the house. 
He painted the brick walls white and added the spacious, columned porch 
on the west side. The original Saint-Gaudens furnishings are retained and 
reflect the character of the man and the tastes of his friends of the Cor- 


ish colony of artists. : ~ Ss | 
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Saint-Gaudens delighted in gardening, and the high hedges of pine 
and hemlock are the fruits of his labor. To your left is the white-columned 
LITTLE STUDIO painted in the sculptor’s favorite colors: green, white 
and Pompeian red. This was Saint-Gaudens’ personal workshop. As you 
enter the pergola (a columned trellis) and pass through the large doorway, 
directly above you is a copy of portions of the frieze from the Parthenon 
in Athens. Saint-Gaudens’ interest in the classical Greek and Roman 
periods is manifested in the buildings and grounds in which he worked 
and lived. Inside the LITTLE STUDIO are many of his works, including 
a number of the delicately shaped low relief portraits for which he was 
particularly noted. 


You may now return to the formal gardens, passing by the re- 
flecting pool with its statue of Pan playing his pipes (a copy of an antique, 
late Greek garden figure). Within the garden is the ADAMS 
MEMORIAL a copy of the figure in Washington, D.C. This piece is con- 
sidered one of Saint-Gaudens’ most famous works. Henry Adams com- 
missioned the memorial shortly after the death of his wife, Marion 
Hooper Adams, who died suddenly in 1885. Though many have aspired 
to give it a name, it remains universal in its anonymity. 

Summer Sunday Concerts sponsored by the trustees of the 
Saint-Gaudens Memorial 
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flecting pool with its statue of Pan playing his pipes (a copy of an antique, 
late Greek garden figure). Within the garden is the ADAMS 
MEMORIAL a copy of the figure in Washington, D.C. This piece is con- 
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to give it a name, it remains universal in its anonymity. 
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Now, pass through the hedgerow at the rear of the gardens 
and turn right along the birch-lined lane. Within a few paces and to your 
right is the OLD BOWLING GREEN where the sculptor’s family and 
friends played lawn bowls. In front of you is the SHAW MEMORIAL 
upon which Saint-Gaudens labored for fourteen years before achieving 
the effect he desired. The original bronze relief now stands on the Boston 
Common opposite the State House where it was unveiled in 1897. The 
commission was given by the State of Massachusetts in memory of Col. 
Robert G. Shaw who fell at Fort Wagner (Charleston Harbor) in 1863 
while commanding the Fifty-fourth. (black volunteer) Massachusetts 
Regiment in an heroic assault. 


Return to the lane and bear left across the expanse of lawn to 
the GALLERY with its atrium (central open court) and reflecting pool. 
On display here are more of the sculptor’s works, including a copy of his 
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famous PURITAN. This studio stands near the site of the large studio, 
originally the workshop of Saint-Gaudens and his students and assistants, 
that was destroyed by a disastrous fire in 1944. 


Just outside the GALLERY, in the ellipse, is the FARRAGUT 
BASE, the original stone pedestal for Saint-Gaudens’ first major commis- 
sion, the monument to Admiral David Farragut in New York’s Madison 
Square. The base was designed by Saint-Gaudens in collaboration with 
his friend, famous architect, Stanford White. To the left of the FAR- 
RAGUT BASE is the PICTURE GALLERY where paintings and 
sculpture of other artists are exhibited during the visitor season. To con- 
tinue, walk along a quiet path at the edge of the meadow, where you will 
come upon the RAVINE STUDIO. Here you will find an active sculptor’s 
workshop, where Saint-Gaudens worked from time to time. 
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To reach the TEMPLE or final resting place of the sculptor 
and his family, you may return to the path along the edge of the meadow. \ rs 
The memorial is a replica in Vermont marble of the stage set designed by Q qomath ‘Pamtrat ee, ,, 
Saint-Gaudens’ neighbors for a play presented in his honor in 1905, the \\ If WeQuechee Me, OH Lge 
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To Claremont To Keene 
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site is located just off New Hampshire 
State Route 12-A in Cornish, New Hampshire. It is 12 miles north of 
Claremont, N.H., 18 miles south of Hanover, N.H., and 2-1/2 miles 
north of the Covered Bridge at Windsor, Vt. The Site may be reached on 
U.S. Interstate 89, exit 20 (West Lebanon, N.H., south on 12A), or from 
U.S. Interstate 91, exit 8 (north toward Windsor), or exit 9 (south toward 
Windsor). The Site is open daily from the last weekend in May through 
October 30. The buildings are open from 8:30-4:30 daily and the grounds 


from 8:00 a.m. until dark 4 gmission fee $1. Children under 12 free. 


An admission fee of 50¢ is charged for persons 16 years of age and older. 
Educational groups are admitted free. Each summer the Saint-Gaudens 
Memorial, a cooperating group, sponsors concerts and exhibitions by 
contemporary painters and sculptors. Information about the park can be 
obtained by writing to Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, R.R. 2, 


: ; ; ; Cornish, NH 03745. 
Summer Sunday Concerts sponsored by the trustees of the : 3145 
Saint-Gaudens Memorial National Park Service 


U.S. DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 


— A NOTE ON THE NAME —— 


On both the spelling and pronunciation of his name, Augustus 
Saint Gaudens own wishes are known. In answer to an inquiry, 
he wrote on May 8, 1888: “Dear Sir: My name should be spelt 
without a hyphen IE. Saint Gaudens” (Saint Gaudens Collection, 
New York Public Library). 

In filling out his form for Appleton’s Cyclopedia of American 
Biography (vol. IV) he indicated the true pronunciation: “Saint 
Gaudens pronounced as it would be read in English IE. ‘gau’ as 
in ‘gaudy,’ ‘ens’ as in ‘enslave’ ” {form is dated April 27, 1888, 
also in the SG Coll, NYPL). 

Throughout the present book I follow the sculptor’s wishes 
about the spelling except when quoting from others who use the 
hyphen or the shortened form of “St.” Brother Louis preferred ~ 
the latter, so I use “Louis St. Gaudens’ for him. Son Homer 
favored the hyphen, so I employ “Homer Saint-Gaudens” 
throughout. : 
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Drawing of Mary Saint-Gaudens by her son, done just before he left for Paris ” 
(Courtesy of the Board of Trustees of Dartmouth College) Bust of Bernard Saint-Gaudens by his son, done just before he left for Paris — 
i (Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site) a 
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The “Seated Lincoun,” Chicago. This statue was studied by Daniel Chester 
French in preparation for his Lixcotn in Washington, D.C. (Courtesy of Chi- 
cago Historical Society) 
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Tuesday, April h, 1989: 
7:30 PM--Meeting starts at 8:00 PM. 
WHERE: Carnegie Group Offices, Five PPG Place, Third Ave. & Market Sts. 
PROGRAM: The Eight Reales of South & Central America(1732-1831), by Rich Crosby. 
 — 
We had another excellent turnout at the March Meeting with 18 members 


in attendance, (75% of members who normally attend). Chuck Erb gave a stimu- 
lating presentation on Bust Quarters (1796-1838), including counterstamps. 


Pat McBride, Chairman, suggested the possibility of a WPNS Table at the 


ANA. Items that could be included for display are WPNS Medals, Photos, 
@eicres, Ledger from the first WPNS Meeting (June 1h, 1878), Etc. Both 
ick Gaetano and Harry Colborn volunteered to serve on this committee. 


Larry Dziubek brought in an example of WPNS Stationary for Eileen Kelly's 
project to design nww WPNS Stationary. He also has negatives, if needed. 


Se ANA COMMITTEE 


Wayne Homren spoke to Sam Deep regarding the Clapp Exhibit at the museum. 

Sam advised the ANA has agreed to pledge $5000. without conditions. Also. 
other pledges to date amount to $2000.. Additionally the sale of the ANA 
Medal Galvanos, Drawings, Etc. should realize $1000. minimum for each of the 
three sponsoring clubs. In light of this, it was suggested that WPNS increase 
its pledge from $200. to $500.. John Burns made a motion that we amend the 
original pledge accordingly. Dick Buckley. seconded the motion and a vote was 
taken in favor of the increase. The museum needs confirmation of the required 
pledge money now,. to go ahead with plans for the exhibit. 

Ed Krivoniak advised Ruth Ann Bertell has not received the tour information 
he sent and he will redo it. 


ENGRAVER U.S. MINT 


Wayne Homren wrote a very nice letter of recommendation for John M Mercanti, 
@: the position of Chief. Engraver of the U.S. Mint. 
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JUNE 14, 1878 . | 1878-1912 


DATE: Tuesday, February 7, 1989 

TIME: 7:30 P.M.-Meeting starts at 8:15 P.M. 

WHERE: Offices of the Carnegie Group Inc., Five PPG Place 
Third Avenue & Market Street, Downtown. 


PROGRAM: Early Brigge and Trolley Polishes of Pittsburgh, by Larry Dziubek 


Despite the snow and bad weather we had a very good turn out at the 
January meeting with 1h members in attendance. The meeting room has been 
changed from the sixth to the third floor. The new quarters are more spacious 
and we will continue to meet there for the balance of the year. 

Ted Shiff gave an excellent and thought provoking presentation on Counter- 
feiting..He brought with him a stereo microscope and specific gravity scale 
as well as many reference books to support his talk. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE------- i 


Larry Dziubek advised that the membership committee has met and the 
name of William L. Bailey will be presented for membership at the February 
meeting and a vote of the membership will be taken. 


Regarding the letter from Charles Surosky, subject. postal notes, both 
Wayne Homren and Dick Buckley have written to him ide ee any help he 
can give to the wags coped Pre ject. 


Wavns Homren has written: to the ANA requesting educational certificates 
for the members who have given presentations between July '86 & Dec. '88. 


(ae ae ~---------ENGRAVER U. S. MINT----------- 

Pat McBride aah t iene that John Mercanti has applied for the position 
mow of ~Ghief Engraver atetbe U.Se - he is soliciting lethars of 
recommendation from clubs and friends. A vote. of the membership was taken 

and approved that WPNS write in His behalf. }Wayne Homren will write). 

Pat advised further that PAN has voted to do likewise. Letters can be 
sent to: U.S, Mint, 1500 Penna. Ave.; Washington, D.C. 
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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
2543 Penn Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

February 13, 1989 


Mr. Chase Untermeyer 

Director of Presidential Personnel 
Office of the President 

1825 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20270 


Dear Mr. Untermeyer: 


We are writing to recommend Mr. John M. Mercanti for the position of Chief Engraver of the U.S. Mint. 
Mr. Mercanti is currently serving as a Sculptor/Engraver at the Philadelphia Mint. We are very familiar 
with his work, and were particularly pleased with the 1986 Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island 
commemorative dollar. 


WPNS is one of the country’s oldest numismatic organizations. Our members have collected and 
studied the products of the U.S. Mint for over 110 years. When our organization was founded in 1878, 
Rutherford B. Hayes was President of the United States. Few Americans can recount the history of 
the Hayes Presidency, but millions collect the beautiful coinage designed by his Chief Engraver, 
William Barber. 


Thus we ask that you impress upon the President the importance of this appointment. While the 
coinage of the nation may be the least of his concerns at the present moment, our members can 
testify that artifacts such as coinage will far outlive the memories of this generation. It is our hope that 
careful consideration will be given to the application of Mr. John M. Mercanti. 


Sincerely, 
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Cs chee ae Hou ohh 


Gerald S. Porter, Secretary 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Pennsylvania hobbyists celebrate 110th year 


“The Civil War was a recent event in 
the lifetimes of our founders,” said 
Wayne Homren, vice president of the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society. “Just a year before; Pitts- 


burgh’s Union Station was burned to - ; 


the ground in the bloody Railroad Riot 
of 1877. Thomas Edison’s: invention of 


the electric light did not occur until 
1879.” 
Homren’s made the remarks in an 


address before members of WPNS, who 
gathered on Nov. 1 for a banquet at the 
Top of the Triangle Restaurant in Pitts- 
burgh to celebrate the society’s 110th 
anniversary. 


The WPNS was founded by George 


Clapp in 1878 and is one of the oldest 
numismatic organizations in the coun- 
try. The society holds life club member 
No. 6 in the American Numismatic 
Association. 


Homren said that 10 years ago the 
society was involved in a battle over the 
decision by the Carnegie Museum of 
History to sell the museum’s numis- 
matic collection. The collection had 
been built up over several years through 
many hours of volunteer service by 


‘WPNS members. At the time, the 


museum’s holdings ranked among the 
best in the country. 
An out-of-court settlement forced the 


museum to retain a portion of the col- 
lection, including an important group of 
large cents assembled by Clapp. 

WPNS will serve as co-sponsor for the 
1989 ANA convention in Pittsburgh and 
preparations are underway to display 
parts of the museum’s holdings, includ- 
ing Clapp’s copper collection. 

“Such a display would have been 
unthinkable in 1978,” Homren said. “In 
just 10 years, we’ve come full circle.” 


16830 Ventura Boulevard 
Suite 211 
Encino, California 91436 


January 25, 1989 


@ “errs K. Homren 
1810 Antietam St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


Wayne: 


Thank you for your letter of January 8th and your suggestion 
to write to Richard Duncan. A copy of my letter to him is 
attached. 


Thank you for the copy of the WPNS's booklet on Encased 
Items and the Clarion. I am impressed with the Encased booklet. 
I know how much work a project like this can take. 
Congratulations to everyone involved! And special 
congratulations to you on your article in the Clarion. I'm sure 
The Numismatist or Coin World would love to publish it just 
before the upcoming convention! 


In a previous letter, I mentioned the possibility of 
including a Postal Note section in a future WPNS booklet which 
also contained checks and money orders -- if insufficient data 
was available for a separate PN booklet. Your letter mentions 
your new interest in checks -- it may the start of a booklet! 1 
don't collect checks, but I'm sure others in the WPNS share your 
interest. 


I've started assembling data to include in my Postal Note 
study. Unfortunately, our library is weak in Pennsylvania 
material. I'll be forced to rely on inter-library loans (they 
take forever!) and visits to local university libraries. Such 
are the burdens of today's budding authors! 


That's about it from here. Many thanks for all of your help 
and encouragement. 
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r~} } es ee / 
ay fie Re Sea VE tt 
il Ae AAS LUH4 
jae i es a LJ 


v 


Me ae “< 


H 


Charles Surasky 
ANA LM 2544 


16830 Ventura Boulevard 
Sutte 211 
Encino, California 91436 
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January 25, 1989 


Richard Duncan, 

C/O 

John Eshbach, 

Pa « BOS TL 
Smoketown, PA 17576 


Dear John: 


Wayne Homren suggested I contact you concerning an article I 
am currently researching. 


I'd appreciate a "Request for Help" in the Clarion. I'd like 
to hear from PAN members who have United States Postal Notes 
issued in Pennsylvania. With your readers' assistance, I hope to 
produce an article to coincide with the 1989 ANA convention 
which will include the first ever complete listing of all known 
Postal Notes from Pennsylvania. 


The information I'd like to receive from your readers 
includes the note's type, the issuing city or town, date of 
issue, serial number, face value, printing plate number, and 
(where appropriate) the city where the note could be cashed. A 
photocopy of the front and back would be especially helpful. 


To provide a bit of background, Postal Notes were issued 


from Septembér 3, 1883 to June 30, 1894. They were the direct 
descendents of the Postage and Fractional Currency issued from 
the Civil War era to 1876. Postal Notes are the ancestors of 
today's postal money orders. 


Postal Notes were issued 1) in two sizes; 2) on yellow or 
creme paper and 3) in five distinct types, with one sub-type. 
Three private engraving and printing firms held the contract to 
provide the notes to the government. Although more than 72 
million were issued, fewer than 1,000 have survived. They are 
collected by type, by issue date, by location (of issuance or 
redemption), by serial number, etc. 


Thank you for your assistance. If you like, I will keep you 
informed of my progress and provide a copy of the final article 
for your organization's reference library. 


Sincerely, 


Charles Surasky 
ANA LM 2544 


W. Homren 
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ARMOR M. MURDOCH 


1111 FRANKLIN AVENUE * WILKINSBURG * PITTSBURGH, PA. 15221 * (412) 731-9807 
February 1, 1989 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
Gentlemen: 
This letter is being written on behalf of Mr. William L. 
BATLEY, who has made application for membership in the West- 


ern Pennsylvania Numismatic Socéety. 


Mr, Bailey is a former member, having ffoined in 193). 
He maintained an active status for eleven or twelve years, 


prior to being indugted into the armed services of the nations 


After discharge Mr. Bailey entered into the real estate 
and insurance business and has continued that activity for 


over forty yearse 


His interest in numismatice has continued all theae 
years. Among other coins he has an outstanding collection 


of cents. commencing in 1793 and continuing unbrokkn thru 1988. 


Lf would be very happy to welcome Mr, Bailey into 
"RE"-membership in this society and 1 recommend your favor- 


able acceptance of his application. 


Thank you, 


fet “is i jae Lob! 


a Armor M. Murdoch 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


(Please Print) 
re] tdree 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide fe the Society's 
rules and by-laws. \\ 
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FOR USE OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. &., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 
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AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


- 98TH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION +¢ AUGUST 9-13, 1989 


January 27, 1989 
Dear Pittsburgh Numismatist: 


Good news! The Carnegie Institute has agreed to exhibit the 
Clapp cent collection as well as other portions of its famous 
holdings in the Museum this summer and beyond in conjunction with 
the ANA Convention. 


The cost of the exhibit (cases, attribution, displays, security, 
and advertising) is $10,000. We have challenged the ANA to raise 
$5000 of that cost if we can do the same. 


The local convention committee has adopted a four-part strategy 
to collect our $5000. 


Ls We ask each coin club in the area to raise at least $l 
per active member through 50-50 raffles, auctions, etc. 
Over $100 is already pledged. (Goal: $500) 


We are soliciting larger contributions from individual 
collectors, with $400 already pledged. (Goal: $1000) 


We plan fund raising activities, with $100 already 
collected from the sale of the unique "Get to the 
Point" lead trial strike. (Goals: $500) 


We ask local dealers to contribute an amount 
proportional to their stake in the ANA and their sales 
volume. This amount will range between $100 and $1000 
per dealer. Thus far the first dealer approached (non- 
ANA, "mom & pop" shop) pledged $100. (Goal: $3000) 


Contributions are tax deductible. Make your check out to the ANA 
unless you have a preference to write it to the Carnegie 
Institute. Contributions of $100 and up will earn the giver a 
one-year family membership in the Institute--a $50 value. 


Please support this historic exhibit by giving your check made 
out to the ANA or Carnegie Institute to the bearer of this 
letter, or by sending it to "98th ANA Convention, 1920 Woodside 
Road, Glenshaw, PA 15116, Attn: Sam Deep." 


Thank you, 


Lat 


SAM DEEP, GENERAL CHAIRMAN Sam Deep 
1920 Woodside Road « Glenshaw, PA 15116 
412 / 487-2379 


Wayne K. Homren, Vice-President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

January 8, 1989 


Charles Surasky 

16830 Ventura Boulevard 
Suite 211 

Encino, CA 91436 


Dear Mr Surasky: 


It seems we had a little mix-up in our club; Both Richard Buckley and myself wrote to you in reply to 
your letter. Thanks for your response, and your offer to help. | spoke to him, and we agreed that | 
would follow up for the time being. 


As requested, enclosed are copies of the WPNS booklet on Encased Items, and a recent copy of the 
PAN Clarion. These are yours to keep. Hi 


You mentioned checks and money orders as well as postal notes. Our survey did not include these, 
either. I've only recently begun to collect checks myself, and would love to learn what checks are 
available from my area. If you like, I’ll send you photocopies of the handful of checks I’ve got. 


Although | said that our publication project covers numismatic items of Western Pennsylvania, the 
stated goal is to cover only Allegheny County. But to answer your request, counties in the Western 
Pennsylvania area are: Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Green, Indiana, Somerset, 
Washington, and Westmoreland. 


The current editor of the Clarion is Richard Duncan. He can be reached c/o John Eshbach, P.O. Box 
71, Smoketown, PA, 17576. | 


WPNS does have a newsletter, and I'll ask the secretary to print your request for info. You could also 
ask Dick Duncan to put a notice in an upcoming Clarion issue. 


Hope this helps. I'll look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 
(Je re 


Wayne K. Homren 


16830 Ventura Boulevard 
Suite 211 
Encino, CA 91436 


January 3, 1988 


Wayne K. Homren, 
Vice President 

WPNA 

1810 Antietam St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


Dear Mr. Homren: 


Happy New Year and thank you for your letter of December 
18th. I'd be most pleased to consider writing a booklet on the 
Postal Notes of Western Pennsylvania. Would you please inform me 


of the size of your published booklets and provide a _ photocopy 
of a few sample pages? 


Or, to make matters a bit simpler, would you loan me a copy 
of an already published booklet of the minimum size needed for 
consideration? Becoming aware of your society's needs would 
allow me to better know if a PN booklet is possible. 


If there is not sufficient material for a seperate booklet, 
perhaps I could provide a Postal Note section for a booklet 
which includes the checks and/or money orders of the WPNS 
region. 


e Can you tell me the boundries of the WPNS's region? A 
phot 


ocopy of an existing map or a list of the counties would be 
just great! 


I would also like to know more about The Clarion. Would you 
please provide the editor's name and address? 


My plan at this time includes the writing of at least one 
article on the Postal Notes of Pennsylvania for publication in 


association with the upcoming ANA convention. I have already 
started the research. 


Does the WPNS have a membership bulletin or newsletter? I'd 
like to request your members' help in cataloging the PNs and the 
PN-related material of Western Pennsylvania. 


I look forward to your reply. 


Sincerely, 


OLaks Sues 


Charles Surasky 


Obituaries 


JOSEPH N. TOSH 
...1973 photograph... 


Banker 
Joe Tosh 


dead at 8O 


Joseph N. Tosh, 80, of Beaver, a 
Beaver County banker, died Friday 
in The Medical Center, Beaver, af- 
ter a short illness. 

Tosh was associated with Centu- 
ry National Bank and the former 
Freedom Bank for 63 years, serv- 
ing as a cashier, president and di- 
rector of the banks. He also was a 
partner in the Tosh-Brown Insur- 
ance Co., Freedom. 

Active in community service, he 
was president of the United Fund of 
Beaver County, now the United 
Way, and also served as president 
and director of the former Roches- 
ter General Hospital. 

He was a member of the advi- 
sory board of Penn State-Beaver 
for the past 19 years and also was 
a director of the Lower Valley Sal- 
vation Army board and the Beaver 
County Cancer Society. 

He served as president of the 
Beaver County Bankers Associa- 
tion, the Beaver County Institute of 
Banking, the Bankers Club of Pitts- 
burgh, the Bankers Exchange of 
Western Pennsylvania and the 
Western Pennsylvania Group of the 
American Safe Deposit Association. 

He also was a ruling elder and 
trustee in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Freedom. 


ra FOUNDED os | le ae a a ie 
aM Western Pennsyloania WESTERN 
is PENNSYLVANIA 


Numismatic Society NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 


kor : 
a: Sy. ’ : : 
Shee Saar | 
JUNE 14, 1878 | 
‘878 = 912 


er 


DATE: Tuesday, January 3, 1989 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meetimg starts at 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: — Offices of Carnegie Group Inc. 
Five PPG Place, Third Avenue and Market Street, Downtown 


PROGRAM: Gowmterfeiting and Gradimg in a Changing Numismatic World by 
Ted Shiff. Sa ce 


We had another excellent turnout at the December meeting with 19 
members and one guest in attendamce. John Nelson gave a very interesting 
presentation about Jetons, French and German. He explained that they were 
used as counters and gave us a visual demonstration of their use. in 
Govermment counting houses. © ; 


#*¥**X*** MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE******** 
Larry Dziubek introduced William Bailey as a prospective new member. 
Mr. Bailey explained he was a member of WPNS from October 1931 until the 
end of World War II whem his work would not allow him to continue. 
His main numismatic area of imterest is ome cent pieces. He has a com- 
plete date collection from 1793 to date,(uncirculated from the 1880's). 


*##H*#e*e*XPUBLICATIONS COMMITTEER******** 
Dick Buckley said, Ray Remnick advises the advertisement in COIN 
WORLD resulted im orders for 17 copies of the Allegheny County Encased 
Items publication. ) 


HEHEHE EK HHECOCRRESPONDENCE®* * ¥** HEHEHE 


Rich Crosby mentioned receiving a letter from Mr. Charles Surasky 
from Encino, Cal., a collector of postal notes (1883-94),the successor 
to postage and fractiomal currency. Mr. Surasky offers to discuss the 
Postal Notes of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County and perhaps contribute 
to amy future publication. If amyone is imterested in this area please 
check with the secretary for details. : 


HHHKKKHKHKHXKXXDRATH NOTICE ¥ #44 40 KH 


; Larry Dziubek brought to my attention that a long time WPNS member 

Joseph N. Tosh passed away Friday, Dec. 16. Mr. Tosh was 80 years old 
and resided in Beaver, Pa. He was:‘a prominent banker who retired this 
year as Chairman of Century National Bank of Rochester, Pa. after 63 
years of service. 


HHH HKEKHEKEXCOIN SHOWS **H HEHE HEK 


Jane O23 Collectables Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall 

Jan. 14-15: W. Pa. Coin ClubShow, Ecomolodge (Rt. 30 & Pa. Turnpike ) 
Feb: 5: Coim & Jewelry. Show, Marriott, Greentree, Pa. 

Mar. 11-12: Annual Spring Coin Show, Rustic Lodge, Indiana, Pa. 


“_ 


P.Se- A Merry Christmas &. Happy New Year to all. 
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Wayne K. Homren, Vice-President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

December 18, 1988 


ANA Educational Certificates 
American Numismatic Association 
818 N. Cascade Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


To Whom It May Concem: 


In July | sent a letter to Education Director Ken Bressett requesting ANA Educational Certificates for 
members of WPNS who gave presentations during my tenure as Secretary. | did not recieve a 
response, and since Ken is no longer with the ANA, | am writing again. 

| apologize for not having requested these on a regular basis; | find myself now catching up on more 


than two years’ worth of programs. The list of titles and presenters follows. Since it’s a long list, 1’ll 
understand if it takes some time to recieve our certificates. Thank you for your time. 


July 1, 86: "News Notes from the Numismatic Cellar", Glenn Mooney. 
August 5, 86: "The John Beck Estate", Emerson Smith 

September 2, 86: "The History and Collecting of Checks", Wayne Homren 
October 7, 86: "English Enameled Coins", Richard Crosby 


December 2, 86: "Sales Tax Tokens", Dick Gaetano 


January 6, 87: “British East Africa", Ed Krivoniak 


February 3, 87: "The Pennsylvania Turnpike", Rodger Hershey 

March 3, 87: "Swiss Shooting Thalers", Chuck Erb 

April 7, 87: "Railroads in Numismatics", Glenn Mooney 

May 5, 87: "Odd Denominations in Early Pittsburgh Money", Wayne Homren 
July 7, 87: "Our Numismatic Friends", by Ray Rennick 

August 4, 87: "The Carnegie Museum Coin Collection", by Bill Hunter 
October 6, 87: "The Year 1935 Historically and Numismatically", Dick Buckley 
December 1, 87: "Numismatic Periodicals and Fixed Price Lists", John Burns 
January 5, 88: "The Coinage of Panama", by Richard Crosby 

February 2, 88: “Latin American Republic Coinage", by Ed Krivoniak 


March 1, 88: “Napoleon Bonaparte: Reflections on the Man", by Larry Korchnak 


December 18, 1988 


April 5, 88: "The 1908 Pittsburgh Sesquicentennial”, by Dick Gaetano 
May 3, 88: "Mexican Revolutionary Coins and Paper Money”, by Jerry Porter 
July 5, 88: "Colonial Collectibles", by Ray Rennick 


August 2, 88: "The Adventures of J. C. Buffum, Pittsburgh Entrepeneur", 
by Wayne K. Homren 


October 4, 88: "The Washington Before Boston Medal”, by Dick Buckley 


December 6, 88: "Jeton: Throw-Piece to Show-Piece”, by John Nelson 


Sincerely, 


Janne I< : behono 


Wayne K. Homren, Vice-President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
A.N.A Member 6 


Wayne K. Homren, Vice-President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

December 18, 1988 


Charles Surasky 

16830 Ventura Boulevard 
Suite 211 

Encino, CA 91436 


Dear Mr Surasky: 


Thank you for your letter of November 14th, and for your offer of an article describing Western 
Pennsylvania Postal Notes. | recall reading some of your articles in the numismatic press, and would 
greatly look forward to reading about the Postal Notes of this area. 


Our current publication project is a catalog of the numismatic items of Western Pennsylvania. This is 
a vast undertaking, and as a result, little has actually been published. Our current strategy is to tackle 
a piece of the project at a time. You read about our publication on Encased coins, and a member is 
Currently working on a book about local National Banks. 


Our project does not currently include Postal Notes. If there is enough information regarding Western 
Pennsylvania Postal Notes to warrant a separate publication, I’m sure our Society would work with you 
on such a project. Our Encased booklet was 40 pages. My guess is that we probably wouldn't want 
to publish a booklet smaller than say, 30 pages. 


If there isn’t enough information to warrant a separate publication, we would still be very eager to have 
the information in written form. As an alternative, you might want to consider planning an article for 
The Clarion, the club publication of PAN, the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists. The Clarion 
is published three times yearly, and is distributed to PAN members across Pennsylvania. 


| have published several articles of my own in The Clarion, and can put you in touch with the editor. 


As a collector of Fractional Currency, | am looking forward to learning about the Postal Notes issued in 
my area. Thank you very much for your kind offer. Please contact me at your earliest convenience. 


Sincerely, 


Wane K . Hever 


Wayne K. Homren 


ear Fellow ANA Member: 


I read in a recent issue of The Numismatist of your 
series of publications surveying numismatic issues originating 
in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. Although I do not live in 
your area, I own a United States Postal Note -- and am familiar 
with others -- issued in your region. 


Postal Notes are part of the money order family issued 
by the post office. Issued from 1883 to 1894, they were the 
official successors to Postage and Fractional Currency. 


I have written several articles on Postal Notes for 
Coin World, The Numismatist, the Central States Numismatic 
Society's "Centinel" and other numismatic publications. I would 
be most pleased to discuss the Postal Notes of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County for an upcoming publication of yours. 


article, 


Sincerely, 


ae / 
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Surasky 


Mester Pernsyploaniz Numismatic Society 
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Tuesday, December 6, 1988 
7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: Offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
Five PPG Place, Third Avenue and Market Street, Downtown 


PROGRAM: Jeton: Throw-Piece to Show-Piece by John Nelson 


NOTE: Our Secretary, Jerry Porter, is out of town, so I’ ve dusied off my old Secreiury’ s nat for this newsletier. Jerry plans 
to be back in time to join us for the December meeting. -Wayne Homren. 


Another great turnout for this year’s Social Meeting. Some forty members and guests met for dinner at the Top of the 
Triangle restaurant to celebrate our Society’s 110th year. E. Maxine Bruhns of the University of Pittsburgh’s Nationality 
Rooms presented an excellent slide show and talk on the Building of the Cathedral of Learning. We all have a new 
appreciation for this gothic masterpiece, listed on the National Register of Historic Landmarks. 


Many thanks also to Sam Deep for his display of Pitt numismatica and other items, including the original plaster casts for 
the University’s 1987 Bicentennial Medallion. Sam is the General Chairman for the 1989 Pittsburgh ANA Convention. 
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Those who attended the October meeting saw sketches for the obverse of the ANA Convention medal, drawn by John 
Mercanti, Assistant Engraver at the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. Several WPNS members are involved in making this medal a 
reality, and we can all be very proud. This medal is likely to be the most beautiful ANA medal in many years. 


A certain number of medals may be struck to order in gold. Details have not been finalized, but those interested should 
contact Don Carlucci. 
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WPNS members, family, and friends are invited to the holiday party sponsored jointly by PNS and PAN. The party will be 
held Friday, December 16th, at 7:30 PM The host is none other than our past president, Richard Crosby. The party will be 
held at the premises of Crosby Exteminating Company, 2543 Penn Avenue, in the Strip District (near Brandy’s Restaurant). 


Rodger and Dottie Hershey will prepare a ham, and other attendees should plan on bringing a side dish or dessert. Call 
Rich to volunteer a particular dish; potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, cake, soft drinks, utensils, etc., are all needed. There 
will also be a gift grab bag; if you wish to participate, bring a wrapped gift valued around $10. 


BOOK SALE 


The Numismatic Bibliophiles among us will have a field day at the Kolbe/Spink sale in New York on December 10th and 
11th. One highlight of the sale is a fine copy of the extremely rare 1849 edition of "A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of All 
Nations", by Jabob Eckfeldt and William DuBois. The book is DuBois’ personal copy. It includes two actual samples of 
California gold, and was the first to depict pioneer gold coins and the 1804 silver dollar. The pre-sale estimate is $2,500. 
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Dec 3: Northway Coin Club Show, Holiday Inn, McKnight Road 


Dec 11: Coin and Jewelry Show, Greentree Marriott 
Dec 18: Coin and Collectible Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall, Rt 88 
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DATE: Tuesday, December 6, 1988 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: Offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
Five PPG Place, Third Avenue and Market Street, Downtown 


PROGRAM: Jeton: Throw-Piece to Show-Piece by John Nelson 


NOTE: Our Secretary, Jerry Porter, is out of town, so I’ ve dusted off my old Secretary's hat for this newsletter. Jerry plans 
to be back in time to join us for the December meeting. -Wayne Homren. 


Another great turnout for this year’s Social Meeting. Some forty members and guests met for dinner at the Top of the 
Triangle restaurant to celebrate our Society’s 110th year. E. Maxine Bruhns of the University of Pittsburgh’s Nationality 
Rooms presented an excellent slide show and talk on the Building of the Cathedral of Learning. We all have a new 
appreciation for this gothic masterpiece, listed on the National Register of Historic Landmarks. 


Many thanks also to Sam Deep for his display of Pitt numismatica and other items, including the original plaster casts for 
the University’s 1987 Bicentennial Medallion. Sam is the General Chairman for the 1989 Pittsburgh ANA Convention. 
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Those who attended the October meeting saw sketches for the obverse of the ANA Convention medal, drawn by John 
Mercanti, Assistant Engraver at the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. Several WPNS members are involved in making this medal a 
reality, and we can all be very proud. This medal is likely to be the most beautiful ANA medal in many years. 


A certain number of medals may be struck to order in gold. Details have not been finalized, but those interested should 
contact Don Carlucci. 
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WPNS members, family, and friends are invited to the holiday party sponsored jointly by PNS and PAN. The party will be 
held Friday, December 16th, at 7:30 PM The host is none other than our past president, Richard Crosby. The party will be 
held at the premises of Crosby Exteminating Company, 2543 Penn Avenue, in the Strip District (near Brandy’s Restaurant). 


Rodger and Dottie Hershey will prepare a ham, and other attendees should plan on bringing a side dish or dessert. Call 
Rich to volunteer a particular dish; potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, cake, soft drinks, utensils, etc., are all needed. There 
will also be a gift grab bag; if you wish to participate, bring a wrapped gift valued around $10. 


BOOK SALE 


The Numismatic Bibliophiles among us will have a field day at the Kolbe/Spink sale in New York on December 10th and 
11th. One highlight of the sale is a fine copy of the extremely rare 1849 edition of "A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of All 
Nations", by Jabob Eckfeldt and William DuBois. The book is DuBois’ personal copy. It includes two actual samples of 
California gold, and was the first to depict pioneer gold coins and the 1804 silver dollar. The pre-sale estimate is $2,500. 
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Dec 3: Northway Coin Club Show, Holiday Inn, McKnight Road 


Dec 11: Coin and Jewelry Show, Greentree Marriott 
Dec 18: Coin and Collectible Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall, Rt 88 
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